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SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECTS: MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY PROJECT 

REF: 3374 

1. MR. NORMAN THOMPSON, CHAIRMAN (DESIGNATE) OF MASS TRANSIT 
RAILWAY CORP. (MTRC), DURING MEETING WITH PULLMANSTANDARD'S 
REPRESENTATIVE AND CONGEN OFFICERS, STATED THAT HE REGRETTED 
THAT ONLY TWO U.S. CONSTRUCTION FIRMS HAD REGISTERED AND 
PRE-QUALIFIED FOR BIDDING ON "TUBE'' HE SAID 

MANY CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSULTING FIRMS HAD WRITTEN TO HIM. BUT 
EMPHASIZED THAT CONSULTING FIRMS ARE NOT WHAT THEY ARE 
LOOKING FOR. HE SAID U.S. CONSTRUCTION FIRMS SHOULD BE 
ENCOURAGED TO APPLY FOR JUNE 1 REGISTRATION DEADLINE, 

BECAUSE THEY WOULD HAVE EXCELLENT CHANCES TO GET CONTRACTS. 
HE DOES NOT SUBSCRIBE TO VIEW OF SOME THAT U.S. 

CONSTRUCTION FIRMS WOULD NOT BE COMPETITIVE AND THAT 
BRINGING EQUIPMENT INTO HONG KONG WOULD BE A PROBLEM. 

HE SAID HONGKONG WANTED TO WORK WITH U.S. FIRMS. 

HE SAID, FURTHERMORE, THAT HE IS CONFIDENT THAT MAJOR 
U.S. BANKS AND THE EXIM BANK WOULD FINANCE THE CONTRACTS 
IF U.S. COMPANIES WERE INVOLVED. 

2. MR. THOMPSON STATED THAT HIS TRIP TO U.S. 

(SEE HK 1473 OF 2/7/75) WILL BE CONCERNED PRIMARILY 
WITH FINANCING. HE WILL CONTACT EXIM BANK AND OTHER 
LEADING AMERICAN BANKS. 

3. MR. A.R. COTTON. DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS (DESIGNATE) 
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ALSO AT MEETING AND EXPRESSED KEEN INTEREST IN PULLMAN- 
STANDARD'S ROLLING STOCK. THEY WILL VISIT PULLMAN S 
FACILITIES IN NEW YORK AND CHICAGO. 

4. MTRC WILL MAIL NEXT GROUP OF TENDER DOCUMENTS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
WITHIN PERIOD MID-APRIL TO MID-SEPTEMBER AND FOR 
ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL CONTRACTS, IN MID-AUGUST. 

FIRST CIVIL CONTRACTS WILL BE FOR FIRST TWO PHASES 

OF LOWLOON BAY DEPOT AND TUNNELLING WORK AND CONSTRUCTION 
OF STATIONS FROM CHOI HUNG TO WATERLOO ROAD INTERSECTION 
VIA NORTHERN KOWLOON AND NATHAN ROAD. 

5. TENDERS FOR JUNE 1 REGISTRATION DEADLINE WILL 
LARGELY COMPRISE TUNNELLING AND STATION CONSTRUCTION 
AT SOUTHERN END OF NATHAN ROAD AND IN CENTRAL AND 
TUBE CONSTRUCTION UNDER HARBOR TO EAST OF HMS TAMAR. 
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